The Tasmanian Association for the Gifted presents:

Invited Speaker: Debbie Youd
Debbie is a registered teacher and psychologist with over 30
years experience in education K-12 as a classroom teacher,
University Lecturer, School Psychologist, and Instructional
Coach. She has a long standing interest in gifted students as
a parent and has extensive experience in working with
gifted students both as a teacher, parent and psychologist.
She has also worked extensively as a consultant for
Tasmanian schools to support classroom teachers to
identify gifted students as well as cater for them more
effectively in mainstream classrooms.
Debbie will be presenting:
1. Unleashing Limits Through Identification: Who Are These Gifted Students?
Gifted and talented students have different learning needs from those of their age peers and
therefore need special educational planning to support them in developing their potential.
To provide this and remove any limits to achievement for gifted students, however, the first
step is to accurately identify them. This workshop will examine what it means to be gifted
and examine the different ways that giftedness can manifest itself in order to assist parents
and educators to identify gifted students so we can ensure they receive the support they
need and remove any limits to learning. Suitable for parents, teachers, psychologists, preservice teachers and school leaders.
2. Challenging Limits: Differentiated Task Design for Gifted Students
One central principle of gifted education, and of the concept of differentiation in general, is
the importance of providing learning opportunities that are challenging to students and
appropriate for their level of cognitive development and learning readiness. The implication
is that such differentiated learning opportunities will promote both greater challenge and
greater achievement among students because of the appropriate match to their learning
needs. But what do these differentiated opportunities loom like and how do teachers go
about designing them? This workshop will look at task design for gifted students. It will

examine the characteristics of appropriate tasks for gifted students and explore how
teachers go about designing such tasks and adjusting already designed tasks so that students
achieve are able to achieve without limits. Suitable for teachers, pre-service teachers and
school leaders.
3. Challenging, Complicated, Limitless: Addressing the Social-Emotional Needs of Gifted
Students
Just as intellectual issues provide challenges for parents and teachers of gifted students, so
too do social and emotional issues. Not only do parents and teachers often need to devise
their own means of understanding these problems and issues, but they also confront them
with very few resources or support. This workshop will explore some of the key social and
emotional issues that confront gifted students and their teachers and parents. It will also
examine some strategies that parents and teachers can use to help gifted children overcome
these difficulties. Suitable for parents, teachers, psychologists, pre-service teachers and
school leaders.

